[Laparoscopic rectum surgery in carcinoma].
Rectal cancer requires a special training in laparoscopic colorectal surgery because of its high requests in managing the operation. From August 1993 to March 1997, we performed 61 laparoscopic operations for rectal cancer in our hospital, 53 patients underwent a continence preserving resection and 8 patients a laparoscopic assisted abdominoperineal rectal exstirpation. 50 cases were curatively operated. In 11 patients only a palliative operation was feasible. The perioperative mortality was zero. Intra- and postoperative complications were seen in 7 cases (11.5%). Late complications were observed in another 6 patients (9.8%). 4 of the palliatively operated patients died in a median follow up of 17.5 months. After curative operation a tumor progression occurred in 6 patients (12%), 3 of them (6%) died within the follow up period. Our study demonstrates the feasibility of laparoscopic rectal cancer operations in any localization and with the same oncologic results as achieved with conventional approach.